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(3) Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. 7-287548 (1995): 

"PLASMA DISPLAY PANEL OF AC DISCHARGE MATRIX METHOD AND 

METHOD OF DRIVING THE SAME" 

The following is an extract relevant to the present application. 

In a PDP 11, row electrodes Yi-Yn and row electrodes Xi-Xn are formed 
on the inside of a glass substrate 110 (a surface opposed to a glass substrate 
113) so that they are aligned in a paired manner. These row electrodes are 
covered with a dielectric layer 111, and an Mgo (magnesium oxide) layer 112 
is evaporated thereon. Column electrodes Di-Dm to which a phosphor is 
applied are formed on the glass substrate 113. 

In a PDP 11' , in addition, an auxiliary discharge row electrode Yp and 
an auxiliary discharge row electrode Xp in a pair are formed on the inside of 
the glass substrate 110 as in the case between the row electrodes Yi-Yn and 
the row electrodes Xi-Xn. The gap length between the auxiliary discharge 
row electrodes Yp and Xp is set to be narrower than between the row 
electrodes Yi-Yn and the row electrodes Xi-Xn. There may be a case where 
the auxiliary discharge row electrodes Yp and Xp are not covered with a 
dielectric layer. Electrode areas of the auxiliary discharge row electrodes Yp 
and Xp are smaUer than of the row electrodes Yi-Yn and the row electrodes 
Xi-Xn. 

A light-tight mask 114 for intercepting emitted light by discharge 
emission of the auxiliary discharge row electrodes Yp and Xp is formed on a 
surface of the glass substrate 110. 

Compulsory writing discharge as auxiliary discharge is successively 
performed in the order in which pairs of row electrodes are aligned, while 
performing writing of pixel data. 
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